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Sgt. Ryan Applegate is Afghanistan Engineer District-South’s Bulldog of the Week 
 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan — Bulldogs are loyal and protective. 

Exhibiting these traits while ensuring mission success earned Army Sgt. Ryan 

C. Applegate recognition as Afghanistan Engineer District-South’s Bulldog of 

the Week for Jan. 15-21. 

 

When the holidays left a skeleton-crew MRAP team at the Helmand Area 

Office, Applegate stepped up to serve as the noncommissioned officer in 

charge, even delaying his return to college so there was no shortage in 

manning. He ensured that the area was in good repair and set-up to receive 19 

incoming Global Security personnel. 

 

He coordinated with neighboring battle space owners for future MRAP training 

needs and acquired necessary equipment to better protect MRAP team members 

when accomplishing upcoming missions. 

 

“Protecting people is my number one priority,” said Air Force Col. Ben Wham, 

commander of the Afghanistan Engineer District-South. “Sgt. Applegate’s 

loyalty to the mission and ensuring protection of his team members makes him a worthy Bulldog.”  

 

Applegate is deployed from the A Troop (RECON), 2nd Squadron, 104th Cavalry Regiment (RSTA), 56th Stryker 

Brigade Combat Team, 28th Infantry Division, Pennsylvania Army National Guard. 
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USACE’s Afghanistan Engineer District-South provides design and construction services throughout southern 

Afghanistan to support the International Security Assistance Force and U.S. Forces-Afghanistan. The work is carried 

out in Regional Commands South, Southwest and West with the goal of achieving counterinsurgency effects and 

bolstering the Afghan Government’s services to its people. 

 

You can find more news and features about the district on our homepage. You can follow us on Facebook and find 

interesting photos about the district on our Flickr page. Also visit http://www.aed.usace.army.mil/AES/tas-

bulldog.asp for the latest Bulldog of the Week. 
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